
The Long and Winding Road

to the Implementation of CM/ECF 
and BAPCPA 2005



Today’s
Magical Mystery Tour

CM/ECF 
Implementation Plan
CM/ECF Features

Bankruptcy Reform Act
New forms
New filing options
Changing fees



We Can Work It Out
Sunday, October 16 is the last 
day to file in ERS
ERS filing and search functions 
shut down at 12:01 a.m., 
Monday, October 17
CM/ECF go live information will 
be posted on the web –
Thursday, October 27
Emergency filing procedures



Tickets To Ride

PACER Log in

CM/ECF Log in

Credit Card / pay.gov

Do your test filings



PACER
Get your PACER login
pacer.psc.uscourts.gov
Separate login from CM
Panel trustees need two
Not needed for filing 
documents 
Needed for viewing 
dockets & documents
Administered by 
Administrative Office



CM/ECF LOG IN
Select the CM/ECF certification, 
training & test filing button on the 
home page

At prompt screen, enter ERS 
username and ERS password

Options include:
Get CM/ECF Password 

Sign up for Training Classes

CM/ECF Test Filing

Log into CM/ECF

Submit two test filings for certification 
to file in CM/ECF



I Want To Hold Your Hand
Online Training Hands on Training

Two hour session 
An hour-long overview
An hour-to practice test filings 

Scheduling classes until 
October 7

One in Fergus Falls
One in Duluth



pay.gov

Developed by the U.S. Department 
of the Treasury
Pay.gov enables attorneys to pay 
filing fees by internet credit card 
payment



Anytime At All
Three ways to open cases

Using bankruptcy software – One button
Open a Voluntary Case – Data Entry
Case Upload – Similar to ERS



Come Together
CM features -- file a motion

Combine all the documents into one PDF file
Only exhibits or the client’s verification should 
be scanned -- other documents should be 
text-based PDF files 



You Know What To Do
Log into CM/ECF



























Credit Card

Use Internet Explorer 5.5 or higher. This 
is the only browser supported by the 
most recent version of the Dept. of 
Treasury payment system
Remember to turn off pop-up blockers
Locked out after 48 hours without fees





Mailman, 
Bring Me No More Blues
Electronic Notices

CM/ECF sends an e-mail to all parties to 
a case who are registered users of 
CM/ECF 
E-mail notification is sent following all 
docketing activity in a case 
This e-mail constitutes service under a 
proposed local rule addressing electronic 
service 



A Little Help From 
My Friends

Notices expire in 14 days! 
Recipients of the notice get “one free look” at the 
PDF document 
Use the free look to download the image to your 
hard drive or print the document, if needed  
After the free look, pay $0.08/page to view, 
download, or print documents  

E-mail Notices



Fool on the Hill

Be careful to review your documents 
before submission
Remember, mistakes have your name on 
them and are e-mailed to all parties in the 
case!
It will be more difficult to fix mistakes by 
replacing images

Don’t be the



Coping with E-mail
Managing e-mail is an 
important part of 
electronic filing 
Managing e-mail
document on home page 
at CM/ECF button 
Multiple e-mail addresses 



CM Orders / Summons
Nearly all orders served by the court will be 
sent through the Bankruptcy Noticing Center 
(BNC)
Summons will no longer be automatically 
generated in adversary proceeding 
Case Administrator will issue the summons 
and parties will receive an e-mail when it is 
docketed  
Summons will be available on the docket 



Help
Queries, Reports & 

Utilities
Use query function to access information 
about a particular case
Use reports feature for cases, claims 
register, docket, and creditor matrix
Use utilities to check your payments due, 
payment history, maintain your 
ECF account, view your transaction log 
and your PACER account
Pacer log-in required



The Bankruptcy Abuse 
Prevention and 

Consumer Protection 
Act of 2005:

Effective 
October 17



Deadlines for filing 
under existing law

Deadline to file in paper, on diskette or 
CD/ROM: FRIDAY, OCTOBER 14 AT 
5:00 PM
Deadline to file electronically: SUNDAY, 
OCTOBER 16 AT 11:59 PM



Clerk’s Office 
Weekend Hours

Minneapolis Clerk’s office personnel will be 
available to assist callers with electronic filing 
problems on Saturday, October 15 from 8 am to 3 
pm and on Sunday, October 16 from 1pm to 6 pm
An emergency number will be posted on the 
court’s home page for use by attorneys 
encountering electronic filing problems on 
Sunday, October 16 between 6 pm and 11:59 pm 



Coming soon … a link on 
the court’s home page 

to the US Trustee’s 
national website for 

access to:
Lists of approved credit counseling 
agencies
Lists of approved financial management 
courses
IRS expense figures



Means Test
Individual debtors only!
New official form (5+ pages): 

Form 22A: Statement of current monthly 
income and means test calculation (chapter 7)
Form 22B: Statement of current monthly 
income (chapter 11)
Form 22C: Statement of current monthly 
income and disposable income calculation 
(chapter 13)



Filing the Means Test 
form

Part of the .pdf file containing the 
petition, schedules and statements
As a separate event under New 
Case Events section of the CM/ECF 
menu





Presumption of Abuse 
Interface for Attorneys
All three methods of case opening will 
provide a “drop-down” box, prompting 
the filer to indicate whether the 
presumption of abuse arises



Notice of Abuse

A notice of presumption of abuse will 
appear on the 341 Notice

The presumption of abuse arises 
The presumption of abuse does not arise
Insufficient information has been filed to 
date to permit the clerk’s office to make 
any determination concerning the 
presumption of abuse …



Additional Means Test 
Filings

Debtor’s income records (“payment 
advices”)
Expenses re: family violence protection 
services (private entry)
Debtor’s rebuttal of presumption of 
abuse
Declaration of exemption from means 
test (disabled veterans only)



Credit Counseling

Eligibility requirement
Debtor must attend counseling within 
180 day period preceding filing
Individual, group, telephonic or internet 
counseling acceptable
Credit counseling must be provided 
without regard to debtor’s ability to pay



Credit Counseling 
Filings

Certificate of credit counseling*
Debtor repayment plan
Certification of exigent circumstances re: 
credit counseling
Motion to extend time for credit counseling: 
court may grant an additional 15 days 
Motion for exemption from credit counseling



In Forma Pauperis
Official Form 3B: Application for waiver of 
chapter 7 filing fee (3 pages)

Family size and income
Monthly expenses
Real and personal property

Individual chapter 7 debtors only
Filing option: Application to proceed In Forma 
Pauperis
Governed by Fed. R. Bankr. Proc. 1006(c)
If application granted and case later converted to 
a chapter 13 case, debtor must pay full chapter 13 
filing fee





Financial Management 
Courses

Required post-petition
Completion of course is prerequisite to 
chapter 7 and 13 discharge



Financial Management 
filings

Official form 23: Debtor’s certification of 
completion of instructional course 
concerning personal financial 
management 
Filing option: Financial management 
course certificate
Motion for exemption from financial 
management course







Debtor’s Tax Returns
Debtor must provide tax returns to trustee
If party in interest requests, debtor must provide 
copies of tax returns to requesting party 
If party in interest requests, debtor must file tax 
returns with the court 
Debtor’s compliance with requests for copies or 
filing of returns is prerequisite to chapter 7 
discharge, chapter 11 and 13 confirmation  
Debtor must file all required returns with tax 
authorities; prerequisite to chapter 13 
confirmation



Tax Return Filings

Request for access to debtor’s tax 
information 
Debtor’s certificate of service of tax 
information
Tax documents

Summary of tax information
Access by court users only

Certification re: tax documents filed 



Repeat Filers

Individual chapter 7, 11 or 13 debtors
One previous dismissed case during 
preceding year: stay in second case 
terminates 30 days after filing
Two previous dismissed cases during 
preceding year: no stay in third case



Repeat Filer Filings

Motion to extend automatic stay
Motion to impose automatic stay
Request for order confirming no stay in 
effect



Reaffirmation Filings

New official reaffirmation form in 
development

Reaffirmation disclosure statement
Presumption of undue hardship
Statement in support of reaffirmation 
agreement

Motion for reaffirmation
Recision of reaffirmation agreement



Preferred Creditor 
Addresses

Notice of preferred creditor address
Notice of override of preferred creditor 
address



Domestic Support 
Obligations

Debtor’s payment of domestic support 
obligations is prerequisite to chapter 11, 
12 and 13 confirmation
Filing option: Certification re: domestic 
support obligations paid



Small Business Chapter 
11 Filings

Debtor’s election of small business 
designation
Balance sheet
Cash flow statement for small business
Statement of operations for small business
Chapter 11 small business plan
Chapter 11 small business disclosure 
statement



Filing Fee Changes

Adversary Proceeding filing fee 
increasing to $250 on September 20
All other fee changes effective October 
17:

Chapter 7 fee increased to $274
Chapter 13 fee reduced to $189
Chapter 11 fee increased to $1039



Hello, Goodbye
Thank You

Register for CM/ECF
Get CM/ECF password
Submit two test filings
Call 612-664-5273 with questions


